Mersal Digital Consultation — August 2025

In August 2025, a digital consultation was launched asking:

Through the Mersal platform, 1,415 participants joined
this WhatsApp consultation across two rounds.
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WHAT MECHANISMS DO YOU THINK ARE NECESSARY
TO END THE WAR IN SUDAN AND REACH PEACE
THAT PROTECTS PEOPLE AND RESTORES SAFETY
AND STABILITY?
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1,415 PARTICIPANTS

22 DAYS 2 ROUNDS

Key Insights

Ending militias and multiple armies: statements such as “There will be
no peace without dismantling all militias and forming one national
army.” “a single professional army must be formed that monopolizes
weapons and has no connection to politics.” and others were widely
supported.

International intervention: “The international community should play a
greater role in ending the war by deploying peacekeeping forces
under Chapter VII to impose peace by force.” This statement was
divisive; some see peacekeepers as vital for civilian protection, while
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Round 1: Hosted on Pol.is, allowed participants to
contribute their own statements and vote on others
with "agree" or "disagree," helping to surface areas of
consensus and division.

Round 2: A selection of these statements was taken
forward and rated on a 1-5 scale from strongly disagree
to strongly agree, giving a clearer picture of perceptions
on key issues.
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906 STATEMENTS

34,000+ VOTES

Protecting civilians was a consistent top priority: Most participants
called "the top priority to be rescuing civilians, stopping the
bloodshed, and ensuring the entry of aid." This and other similar
statements were widely supported.

Civilian unity and exclusion of the NCP: Many statements called for
"uniting civilian forces into a single front," while others advocated for
"adopting a political process that excludes the National Congress
and the Islamic Movement.”

others fear foreign intervention threatens Sudanese sovereignty.

@ Strongly Disagree @ Somewhat Disagree

@ Neutral

() Somewhat Agree @ Strongly Agree

‘ADOPTION OF A POLITICAL PROCESS THAT
EXCLUDES THE NATIONAL CONGRESS PARTY AND
THE ISLAMIC MOVEMENT, CLASSIFYING THEM AS
TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS, AND REMOVING THE
ARMY FROM POLITICS TO ENSURE A COMPLETE
CIVILIAN TRANSITION”

“THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SHOULD PLAY A
GREATER ROLE IN ENDING THE WAR BY DEPLOYING
PEACEKEEPING FORCES UNDER CHAPTER VII TO
IMPOSE PEACE BY FORCE”

“UNIFYING CIVIL FORCES INTO ONE FRONT OR
COORDINATING THEIR EFFORTS TO STOP THE WAR,
FOLLOWED BY A COMPREHENSIVE POLITICAL
PROCESS THAT EXCLUDES NO ONE”

“THERE WILL BE NO REAL PEACE WITHOUT ENDING
THE PHENOMENON OF MILITIAS AND MULTIPLE
ARMIES, FOREMOST THE RAPID SUPPORT FORCES,
WHICH SHOULD BE CONSIDERED A MILITARY THREAT,
NOT A POLITICAL ACTOR.”

“THE WAR WILL END WITH REGIONAL COUNTRIES
SUPPORTING THE SUDANESE ARMY, CUTTING OFF

EXTERNAL SUPPORT TO THE RAPID SUPPORT
FORCES, AND ELIMINATING ALL MILITIAS.”
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About Mersal

Mersal is a Sudanese digital platform for collective participation. It provides a safe and
trusted space for Sudanese citizens to engage seriously with political and social issues,
especially for those often marginalized in formal processes. The platform is operated
technically by Build Up and guided strategically by an independent Sudanese Steering
Committee.
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