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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This baseline analysis examines how social media narratives are shaping political discourse, civic 
integrity, and social cohesion in Bangladesh in the lead-up to the 2026 national elections and the 
planned referendum on the July Charter. Drawing on social media data collected from Facebook, 
TikTok, and X (formerly Twitter) between August and October 2025, the report focuses on the 
prevalence and dynamics of harmful digital behaviors, including mis- and disinformation, hate 
speech, and incitement to violence, alongside constructive narratives that promote de-escalation, 
tolerance, and democratic norms. The findings demonstrate that social media has become a central 
arena in which Bangladesh’s political transition is being contested, with significant implications for 
electoral integrity and peace.  

The analysis is situated within a context of profound political change following the July 2024 
uprising, the resignation of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, and the establishment of an interim 
government tasked with overseeing reforms and elections. In this volatile environment, social media 
platforms are key sites where political actors, media outlets, influencers, and citizens frame the 
legitimacy of the interim administration, interpret the meaning of the July movement, and mobilize 
support or opposition ahead of the elections and referendum. While much online discussion reflects 
routine electoral debate and demands for justice and accountability, a substantial proportion 
contributes to polarization and digital harm.  

Using Build Up’s Phoenix social media monitoring tool, the study analyzed nearly 199K pieces of 
content, with 71.2K posts classified across six topic:  

1.​ Elections 
2.​ Human Rights / Justice / Accountability 
3.​ Foreign Interference 
4.​ Mis- and Disinformation 
5.​ Hate Speech 
6.​ Incitement to Violence 

Facebook emerged as the dominant platform in terms of reach and sustained engagement across 
demographics, serving as a primary space for political commentary and mobilization. TikTok, while 
lower in volume, generated exceptionally high engagement through emotionally charged short-form 
videos, including leader-centric content, dramatized accounts of the July uprising, and 
election-related messaging. X functioned largely as a platform for elite commentary and real-time 
political debate, with a notable concentration of geopolitically framed narratives and claims of foreign 
interference.  

Across platforms, the analysis identifies significant levels of harmful digital content. Hate speech is 
deeply embedded in political discourse, frequently targeting political opponents and religious or 
communal groups through dehumanizing language and historically loaded slurs. Incitement to 
violence, while smaller in volume, represents the most acute risk, including explicit calls for physical 
confrontation and narratives that normalize mob justice. Mis- and disinformation often blends partial 
truths with unverified or false claims, portraying the interim government, international actors, civil 
society organizations, and minority communities as foreign-backed conspirators. These narratives 
erode trust in institutions and independent information sources and interact with hate speech and 
calls to violence to intensify polarization.  
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At the same time, the analysis identifies a substantial presence of constructive narratives. Calls for 
de-escalation, peaceful political engagement, religious tolerance, and restraint generated high levels 
of engagement across platforms, as did content warning about the spread of mis- and disinformation 
and encouraging verification and responsible online behavior. These dynamics indicate that digital 
spaces in Bangladesh are not only sites of risk, but also potential entry points for resilience, dialogue, 
and harm reduction.  

Overall, this baseline highlights a highly contested and volatile information environment in which 
digital narratives are playing a critical role in shaping public trust, civic integrity, and social cohesion. 
The risks identified are not solely technical or platform-specific, but deeply political and 
narrative-driven, rooted in historical grievances, power struggles, and unresolved questions of 
legitimacy. Understanding how these narratives circulate and evolve online is essential for 
anticipating points of escalation and for designing timely, context-sensitive interventions to support a 
more informed, inclusive, and peaceful democratic process as Bangladesh approaches the 2026 
elections and July Charter referendum. 
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INTRODUCTION 
This report examines how social media is shaping political discourse and civic integrity in Bangladesh 
leading up to the next national elections and July Charter referendum in February 2026. It focuses 
on identifying and analyzing online narratives related to the country’s political transition, with 
particular attention to harmful content, such as mis/disinformation, hate speech, incitement to 
violence.  
The analysis is guided by the overarching problem statement “Understanding Digital Harms and 
Behavior Ahead of Bangladesh Elections: Impact of  Social Media on Civic Integrity and Political 
Discourse” with a focus on:  

1.​ Identifying predominant online narratives related to the elections 
2.​ Assessing how these narratives shape public perception and engagement, and 
3.​ Mapping the prevalence and characteristics of mis- and disinformation, hate speech 

Drawing on social media analysis across Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), and TikTok, the report maps 
topics and key narratives, identifies where the most concerning patterns of digital harm are 
concentrated, and highlights implications for peace, justice, human rights, and democratic 
participation. It is intended as a practical resource for civil society organizations, media actors, and 
policymakers working to safeguard civic space, information integrity and governance  in a volatile 
information ecosystem and critical electoral environment. This preliminary report aims to provide an 
evidence-based picture of the online discourse, highlight where the most concerning narratives are 
concentrated, and identify potential entry points for counter-speech, dialogue and policy 
engagement. 

Background and Context 

Historical Political Trajectory 

Bangladesh has had a complex political landscape since it gained its independence in 1971, after a 
9-month war for independence from Pakistan. The new state, under the leadership of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who led the independence movement, adopted a 1972 constitution built on 
four foundational principles: nationalism, socialism, democracy, and secularism, and initially operated 
a parliamentary system. Within a few years, however, economic hardship, famine, and intense 
political turmoil contributed to a centralization of power, the creation of a one-party system through 
BAKSAL in early 1975, and Mujib’s assassination in a military coup that August, ushering in successive 
military and quasi-military regimes. 

Through the late 1970s and 1980s, Generals Ziaur Rahman and H. M. Ershad re-engineered the 
political landscape, promoting new parties such as the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and Jatiya 
Party, diluting the original secular framework and embedding the armed forces as major political 
actors. A broad pro-democracy movement forced Ershad’s resignation in 1990 and ushered in the 
non-party caretaker government system to oversee elections during the 1990s and 2000s. That 
arrangement was later abolished in 2011, contributing to deepening mistrust around election 
management and helping to set the stage for a long period of polarized competition between the 
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Awami League (AL) and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), punctuated by hartals (political 
protests), street violence, and recurring questions over the credibility of national polls. 

From the late 2000s onwards, politics became increasingly dominated by Sheikh Hasina and the 
Awami League. Three consecutive Awami League–led governments consolidated power amid 
concerns about shrinking civic space, politicization of institutions, human rights violations, and a 
pattern of uncompetitive elections, including boycotted or heavily contested polls by the major 
opposition party BNP under Khaleda Zia’s leadership. The January 2024 national election, in which 
much of the opposition did not participate and turnout was widely perceived as low, intensified 
debates over legitimacy, representation, and the future of democratic governance in Bangladesh. 

July 2024 Protests to Now  

In mid-2024, a student-led mobilization over civil service quotas rapidly escalated into a broader 
confrontation with the state. What began as protests perceived injustice in recruitment policies for 
civil service jobs, turned into the July 2024 uprising, with large segments of the public expressing 
anger over authoritarian governance, economic pressures, and long-standing impunity for abuses. 
The ensuing crackdown and street violence left 1400 dead and thousands injured according to UN 
estimates and ultimately culminated in the resignation and flight of Sheikh Hasina, a constitutional 
crisis, and the emergence of an interim administration under Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus. It has 
also led to the emergence of a new political party, formed by the student protest leaders, the 
National Citizen’s Party (NCP) and the reemergence of Jamaat-e-Islami, the only Islamic party in 
Bangladesh, which was banned in the Hasina era.  

The interim government positioned itself as a caretaker authority tasked with stabilizing the country, 
pursuing accountability for past violence, and laying the groundwork for a “New Bangladesh.” Central 
to this process is the so-called July Charter, a proposed framework for political and institutional 
reform that is intended to reshape the architecture of the state. The Charter has also become a point 
of contention among political parties, and many have refrained from signing or have major objections 
to certain provisions. The interim authorities have announced that the next parliamentary elections 
will be held alongside a national referendum on the July Charter, turning the upcoming polls into a 
dual test of both electoral legitimacy and public support for a new political settlement. 

Social Media and Evolving Information Environment 

In this turbulent context, social media has become a primary arena for narrating Bangladesh’s 
transition. Political parties, movement leaders, influencers, media outlets, and ordinary citizens use 
platforms such as Facebook, X, and TikTok to frame the meaning of the July uprising, question or 
defend the legitimacy of the interim government, campaign ahead of the election and referendum, 
and contest the narratives of rival actors. Alongside this, digital spaces host mis/disinformation, 
communal rumours, hate speech, and calls for mobilisation that can undermine civic integrity and fuel 
polarisation. 

Understanding how these narratives emerge and circulate online is therefore essential for assessing 
risks to democratic processes and social cohesion. The sections that follow present findings from a 
structured social media listening exercise designed to capture these dynamics and to inform 
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responses by peacebuilding, human rights, and governance actors in the lead-up to Bangladesh’s 
next elections. 

The report begins with a methodology section detailing the study process and tools used including 
Phoenix. This is followed by an in-depth analysis of each social media platform and their role in how 
narrative is being shaped online around the upcoming 2026 elections. A key part of the study 
explores the kind of dominant narratives present, with a deep dive into harmful  content, and how 
such content could be used in information warfare and political campaigns. The report reveals how 
narratives that dramatizes and sensationalizes violence, the political transition and regime change, 
can be used to trigger uncertainty, volatile and distill lack of confidence in the people regarding the 
democratic processes in Bangladesh, including to manipulate public opinion and potentially 
destabilize the electoral process. This highlights the intersection of digital narratives, actors and 
geopolitical interests. 
 

METHODOLOGY 
This report uses targeted social media analysis to examine “Understanding Digital Harmful Narratives 
Ahead of Bangladesh Elections: How Social Media Impact Civic Integrity and Political Discourse.” The 
analysis focuses on content related to the upcoming 2026 national elections and broader democratic 
transition in Bangladesh. A curated keyword list was developed to guide data collection, combining 
general election-related terms (for example voting, polling, campaigns) with Bangladesh-specific 
political vocabulary, prominent party and movement slogans, references to trending political issues, 
and the names of key political figures and institutions. This design ensures that the analysis process 
captures both broad electoral narratives and more localized, context-specific conversations.  
 
The approach is explicitly structured around the core research questions: (1) What are the 
predominant narratives related to the upcoming elections in Bangladesh as observed on social 
media? (2) How do these narratives shape public perception and engagement in the democratic 
process? and (3) What types of mis/disinformation are prevalent in the political discourse of 
Bangladesh? 

Data Gathering 

In consultation with FCDO, the research problem and questions were first discussed and refined by 
the technical group and using local expertise familiar with Bangladesh’s political context and digital 
landscape. Based on this, a keyword list and an account list were developed to guide data 
collection. The keyword list, English, Bangla and transliteration, combined: 
 

●​ General election-related terms (e.g. voting, polling, campaigns, election results) 
●​ Bangladesh-specific political language and commonly used phrases 
●​ Prominent slogans associated with political parties, movements, and the July protests 
●​ References to key political issues (e.g. justice for July, the July Charter, interim government, 

quota movement) 
●​ Names of major political parties, leaders, institutions, and other influential actors 
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In parallel, an account list was compiled to capture the main nodes of influence in Bangladesh’s 
online political space. This included: 
 

●​ Major news media outlets with large audiences and strong social media presence 
●​ Prominent journalists and commentators known for political reporting and election coverage 
●​ Verified or widely followed accounts of political parties, student and movement actors, and 

interim government officials 
●​ Influential public figures and civic actors engaging on democracy, rights, and governance 

 
The monitored accounts included major media outlets with strong readership and large social media 
followings, prominent journalists known for political commentary or election coverage, verified 
accounts of key political parties and their affiliated organizations, and leading political figures and 
interim government officials. These actors were chosen to cover mainstream media, political elites, 
and influential public voices, allowing the analysis to trace how narratives originate, gain visibility, and 
circulate across different segments of the digital ecosystem. 
 

Data was collected from open sources on Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), and TikTok using Phoenix, 
Build Up’s social media monitoring tool.. The study period covers the months from August  2025 to 
October 2025, to capture the early stages of preparation for the 2026 national elections, predicted 

to be held in February 2026,  and evolving election-related discourse. In total 199K pieces of 
content were collected and 71.2K were classified for the purposes of the analysis. 

Topic Classification  

To make sense of the large volume of content across Facebook, X and TikTok, all posts were 
assigned to high-level thematic categories using a rule-based keyword classifier in Bangla and 
English. The aim was not to label every nuance of each post, but to reliably detect where key types 
of digital harm and election-related discourse were concentrated.  
 
In total, the classifier tagged 35.3K  posts under Elections, 10.9K posts under Human Rights / Justice / 
Accountability, 8.13K posts under Hate Speech, 3.14K posts under Foreign Interference,  2.46K posts 
under Incitement to Violence and 2.23K posts under Mis/Disinformation. It's important to note that a 
post can carry more than one label. This distribution shows that most of the conversation is framed in 
terms of electoral politics and debates about rights and justice, while a sizable subset directly 
concerns foreign influence, information integrity and more harmful content such as hate speech and 
incitement. 
 
Figure 1: Topic classification 
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The six main topic classes are defined as follows: 
 
Elections 
Posts referencing the upcoming national elections, the referendum on the July Charter, electoral 
rules and procedures, candidates or election campaigning, using general and Bangladesh-specific 
election terminology. Given the transition context, this is the largest class and provides the backbone 
for analyzing how different actors frame the vote and its legitimacy. 
 
Foreign Interference 
Content that talks about external actors shaping or manipulating conversations related to 
Bangladesh’s political transition, including references to India, Western governments, international 
organizations or “foreign agendas,” and narratives about “regime change projects,” “puppet regimes” 
or constitutions written or imposed from abroad. 
 
Human Rights / Justice / Accountability 
Posts that focus on accountability for past abuses, national healing and redress, including demands 
for justice for those killed in the July uprising, calls for trials of past leaders, discussions of truth 
commissions, and references to building a fairer, more rights-respecting state. 
 
Mis/Disinformation 
Posts that match lists of known false or misleading narratives or explicit misinformation markers, such 
as claims that the July Charter is “100% fake”, unfounded rumors about prominent figures (for 
example Yunus becoming UN Secretary General), or clearly debunked communal trigger stories. 
Only narratives that could be verified as false or baseless were coded in this class, making it a 
deliberately conservative category. 
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Hate Speech 
Content that uses political or communal slurs, dehumanizing language, or calls to exclusion against 
identifiable groups (for example Hindus, Muslims, parties or ideological opponents), detected via 
curated keyword lists in Bangla and English. This class captures posts that attack people based on 
religion, ethnicity or political identity, even when there is no explicit call to physical violence. 
 
Incitement to Violence 
Posts that contain explicit calls or threats of physical harm, or language encouraging people to 
attack, burn, kill, “teach a lesson,” or “wipe out” particular individuals, groups or areas. These were 
identified through high-risk verbs and phrases relating to mobilization for violence rather than 
generic anger or criticism. 
 
Together, these classes provide a structured way to track how core themes in Bangladesh’s transition 
are discussed online: from routine electoral politics, through contentious debates on foreign 
influence and justice, to the more acute zones of digital harm such as mis/disinformation, hate 
speech and incitement to violence. 

Narratives  

The methodology for narrative building began with the systematic classification of the collected 
social media data. Initially, all relevant posts, articles, and discussions gathered through the social 
media analysis process (detailed in the data gathering section) were organized and classified into 
overarching Topics. These Topics represented the major thematic areas of conversation surrounding 
the 2026 Bangladesh elections, the post-July 2024 political transition, and related civic integrity 
issues. 
 
Following this initial classification, a deep dive analysis was conducted to identify the specific 
narratives embedded within each Topic. This stage involved moving beyond simple thematic 
grouping to understand the underlying stories and framings used by different online actors. 
 
Crucially, the identification and analysis of these Narratives were continually cross-referenced with 
real-world events occurring during the study period (July 2025 to October 2025). This contextual 
mapping ensured that the analysis was grounded in the sociopolitical reality of Bangladesh. By 
correlating spikes in specific online narratives with political developments, protest activities, 
legislative changes, or statements from key figures, the analysis was able to:​
 

1.​ Trace the origin and evolution of particular narratives. 
2.​ Determine how real-world events catalyze or are exploited by digital discourse, particularly in 

the context of harmful content (mis/disinformation, hate speech). 
3.​ Assess the relationship between online mobilization efforts and physical actions. 

 
This two-tiered approach, classifying data by broad Topics and then dissecting them into 
contextually-linked Narratives, allows for a granular understanding of how social media is shaping 
public perception and political discourse in the run-up to the election. Below are the popular 
narratives based on engagement across the platforms. 
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KEY FINDINGS 

Platform Analysis  

This section outlines what Bangladeshi social media users are sharing/discussing online particularly 
around the upcoming electoral process. We look at three predominant social media platforms in 
Bangladesh from the period of August 2025 till October 2025 for this initial report. Facebook is the 
most popular and used social media in Bangladesh among all demographics. 

 

Facebook 

Facebook is the most popular and used social media in Bangladesh among all demographics.  
 

 
Bangladesh social media usage statistics (Statcounter, November 2025) 
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Between 01 August and 31 October 24.9K posts were collected from Facebook, published by 9.92K 
unique authors, generating roughly 140.5 million likes, 7.94 million shares and 1.06 million comments. 
This indicates a very high-engagement environment where political content routinely triggers large 
audiences and intensive discussion.  
 
The time range  shows a clear upward trajectory in posting volume over time. Daily posts are 
relatively moderate in early August, with intermittent spikes, then increase gradually through 
September and significant spikes are observed in October. This suggests that as the elections 
approaches, discussions around the interim government, July Charter, candidate announcement, and 
upcoming electoral process intensifies and Facebook is becoming increasingly central to political 
communication and mobilization. 
 

 

Accounts with most posts and attention 

The most active authors by volume are dominated by political party pages and prominent political 
actors: 
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Taken together, the top 10–11 accounts are responsible for roughly a quarter of all posts in the 
dataset, even though they represent a tiny fraction of total authors. This points to a highly skewed 
production pattern: most accounts post only occasionally, while a small cluster of party pages and 
high-profile influencers continuously feed the stream with content. This suggests ongoing political 
campaigns and narrative creation of each party to create a favorable image for them leading up to 
the elections. It is also important to note that for some of these accounts, all posts within the target 
period were collected as part of our methodology which may result in a proportionally higher number 
of posts that we collect from these actors.  

Key observations 

From our analysis, a few observations emerged: 
 

1.​ Facebook is a high-engagement arena for politics in Bangladesh: tens of thousands of posts 
generate hundreds of millions of reactions and comments over just three months. 

2.​ Political parties are major content producers, with BNP, NCP and Jamaat among the most 
active authors, but they are not the only – or even always the main – drivers of engagement. 
Influential individuals ( journalists, commentators, movement leaders) and the Chief Adviser’s 
official page frequently attract comparable or higher total engagement with fewer posts. 

3.​ Facebook mostly contains long posts on political commentary and events 
4.​ Posting intensity increases as the political process heats up, with a clear upward trend from 

August through October, suggesting that Facebook is being used both for continuous 
narrative building and for peak-moment mobilization. 

TikTok 

Between 01 August - 31 October 7.93K videos were collected from TikTok, published by 5.71K unique 
authors, generating 98.1 million likes, 9.59 million shares and 3.56 million comments. TikTok delivers 
very intense engagement, suggesting that short-form video captures the audience with emotional, 
attention-grabbing political material. 
 
The timeline of videos shows sustained activity from early August onward, with a notable spike in the 
first week and a clear upward trend through October. Similar to Facebook, TikTok activity increases 
as the political activity heats up, but with a stronger baseline and less extreme day-to-day volatility. 
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Accounts with most posts and attention 

The most active accounts by number of videos are dominated by political and news-style pages.It is 
interesting to note that we collected posts specifically from BNP and AL official accounts, however 
we do see other accounts also show up as most prominent ones based on keywords.  
 

●​ bnpbd_org (official BNP TikTok) 
●​ bangladeshtimes3 and bangladeshtimes (news/clip channels) 
●​ dbcnews_tv (broadcast news) 
●​ albdofficial (Awami League account) 

 
Evidently, most political videos with high engagement on TikTok are generated by fan accounts of 
political leaders and parties. 
 

 

Key observations 

From the analysis, we can observe some key trends:  
 

1.​ TikTok, while has less volume of posts than facebook, has a much higher intensity of 
engagement for Bangladeshi political content in the form of short form videos such as  

a.​ Fan-style edits, chants, and hero shots of leaders. 
b.​ Emotional retellings of July, martyrs, and Hasina’s trial. 
c.​ Quick clips about the national election and referendum happening on the same day. 

2.​ Compared to other social media platforms, mis/disinformation here is more implicit with how 
short form videos are clipped and cut to generate a narrative or disguise it as news or factual,  
which may be misleading.  
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3.​ As the platform is primarily for short form videos, the analysis revealed that compared to 
other platforms this is where the highest number of AI-generated content was identified.  

X (Formerly known as Twitter) 

Over the same period, 117K posts were collected from X published by 50.5K unique authors, with 
roughly 1.36 million likes, 358.5K retweets and 79K replies & quotes. Compared to Facebook and 
TikTok, X has a large volume of posts, because it includes both tweets and retweets. The 
engagement is intense here as there are more high-profile, elite individuals, such as journalists, 
activists and politically engaged users on the platform along with the inclusion of commentary 
outside of Bangladesh.  
 
The timeline shows a significant spike between 8th to 15th September, and then consistent level of 
engagement, with event-driven smaller peaks in the 3 months. This is consistent with X being used 
as a platform for live commentary.  

 

 

Accounts with most posts and attention 

The most active accounts by number of posts and engagements:  
 

●​ @basherkella (pro-BNP, based in Dhaka/London) 
●​ The official @ChiefAdviserGOB account 
●​ Media and political accounts such as @bbcbangla, @BNPBdMediaCell 

 

Key observations 

From the analysis, we can observe some key trends:  
 

1.​ X seems to have conversations framed around geo-politics and foreign interference. This is 
amplified by attacks on minorities, mostly coming from non-local, non-Bangladeshi accounts.  
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Prominent Digital Harms 

The analysis also identified topics and narratives that are harmful in the context of triggering 
communal tensions, insecurity in state institutions, creating information warfare and further fueling 
polarization. In the context of Bangladeshi politics, polarization is not based on any ideology as in the 
West but more so based power struggle, fueled by intense competition, between the dominant 
political parties, national identity regarding state building and historical grievances. In light of the July 
Movement, as the political landscape has changed so has the manifestation of polarization. In this 
changing context we identified three topics and three narratives as harmful in the context of the 
upcoming elections. 

Hate Speech 

The hate speech subset (3.36K posts) reveals how deeply polarising language has become 
embedded in the online conversation around Bangladesh’s transition. 
 
A higher percentage of these posts are observed on X, but the intense engagement comes from 
Facebook and TikTok. The keywords used for this classifier flags posts that use political or communal 
slurs (e.g. রাজাকার, terrorist, কুলাঙ্গার, কাফের), as well as some posts that quote or criticise hate speech. 
 
The analysis revealed three key findings: 
 

1.​ Politicised hate speech: opponents described as “terrorists,” “রাজাকার,” traitors or enemies of 
the nation. A large share of high-engagement posts use hate terms to attack political 
opponents, especially BNP, Jamaat and their supporters, or to normalise slurs like রাজাকার. 

2.​ Religious / communal hostility and exclusion: content that ridicules or delegitimises other 
faiths or minorities, or uses religious language to justify hostility. A second strand uses 
religious framing to mock or delegitimise other communities or practices, especially around 
Hindu festivals and debates on Islam. 

3.​ Mixed and ambiguous cases: There is also a smaller subset of posts that condemn hate 
speech or describe it as a problem; they are captured here because they quote the terms 
used for keyword classification, which is a limitation of the methodology. This reflects a 
limitation of a purely keyword-based classifier: not every labelled item is itself a perpetrator of 
hate, but together they map a discursive space saturated with slurs and demeaning language. 
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Many posts repeatedly label opposition actors as terrorists. (Top left). Post explicitly compares opponents labelled as 

“রাজাকার” to Jews targeted by Hitler and suggests they should not have been “left alive,” which is direct dehumanisation 
with genocidal overtones. (Top right). Here a whole group of opponents is collectively branded as “রাজাকারের নাতিপুতি,” tying 

current political disagreement to the historically loaded label of collaborator. (bottom) 
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A viral TikTok by @hafizimaduddin2 (29 September 2025) uses a long string of hashtags: 
“#পূজামন্ডপে_গীতা_পাঠ_করে_ইসলাম_কায়েম_করছেন_জামাত … #ঈমান_থাকবে_না_দিলে_ঈমান_থাকবে_না #জামাত #রাজাকার 

#fblifestyle”. The caption criticises people “establishing Islam” while reading the Gita at Puja pandals and warns that Iman 
will not remain. It frames Hindu worship and political rivals in a mocking, exclusionary way and links them to রাজাকার, 

feeding suspicion around inter-religious engagement. (left), A Jamaat leader is attacked for appearing with ISKCON, and 
those associated are said to have a character “worse than a dog,” combining political and religious shaming with explicit 

dehumanisation (right) 

Incitement to Violence  

While the Incitement to Violence class is smaller than election or foreign-interference content, it sits 
at the sharpest edge of digital harm. A handful of high-reach posts explicitly urge supporters to 

chase, beat and encourage street violence ‘resistance’ against named political opponents, while a 
wider set of posts narrates killings, shootings and “genocide days” in highly emotional terms and 
sometimes normalises “গণধোলাই” as patriotic justice. The incitement to violence subset has  posts.  
 
There are two patterns of content: 
 

1.​ Direct or near-direct calls to violence or organised physical confrontation. These include 
posts that openly urge supporters to physically attack or chase political opponents on the 
street. 

2.​ Normalization of mob justice that narrates, justify or frame violence. Several posts do not spell 
out instructions but implicitly validate mob violence as an acceptable response to political 
opponents. 

 

 
Post summary: Pinaki argues that Awami League (AL) is the main enemy and praises opposition parties for resisting AL 

rallies. He then tells followers that if they see an AL procession they should shout “ধর ধর”, come out of shops, take sticks 
and chase AL supporters with “no mercy”, and to build neighbourhood “আওয়ামী প্রতিরোধ বাহিনী”. 
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Explicit call for extra-judicial killing, framed as necessary because “the law frees them,” and tied to a communal frame that 

no muslim women is safe from Hindu men (“কোন হিন্দ ুথেকেই নিরাপদ নয়”) 

Mis/ Disinformation  

The mis/disinformation dataset, which includes 2.1K posts collected between August and October 
2025, reveals how misleading narratives are being used to harden social and political divides. 
Content repeatedly portrays the so-called “Yunus government,” UN mechanisms and indigenous or 
minority activists as foreign-backed conspirators, while reframing protest violence and accountability 
processes through emotionally charged terms such as “genocide,” “terrorists” and “information war.”  
 
These posts often mix partial truths with unverified claims, presenting speculation as fact and 
collapsing complex events into a binary struggle between patriots and traitors. In doing so, they 
erode trust in institutions and independent information sources, normalise hostility towards targeted 
groups, and interact with hate speech and calls to violence documented elsewhere in this study, 
thereby contributing directly to digital harm and deepening political polarization. The dataset also 
includes known, prebunked disinformation claims.  
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This post from the son of Sheikh Hasina (ousted PM) describes Bangladesh under the Yunus government as a dictatorship 

where ordinary citizens “live in terror,” and explicitly calls for international intervention. 
 
*Note: These are further expanded in the narratives section. 

Prominent Narratives 

The popular narratives have been divided into two categories, harmful narratives that may further 
fuel social tensions and trigger violence and conflict, and constructive narratives that help to build 
bridges and reduce existing social tensions.  

Harmful Narratives 

Posts claiming the delegitimization of the interim government 

This dataset contains 5.41K  posts between August and October 2025 across all platforms. Together 
they generated roughly 33.1 million likes, and 1.26K shares. The class includes content from across 
the political spectrum: Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami, BNP pages and leaders, National Citizen Party 
(NCP), Awami League–aligned pages and student organizations, as well as individual commentators 
and analysts. Despite this diversity, the unifying thread is that these posts call into question the 
legitimacy, mandate or independence of the interim administration, often using very strong language. 
At the same time, the dataset also contains a smaller number of more ambivalent or pragmatic posts 
that acknowledge the interim government’s limited role while still criticizing its foundations. Given the 
recent survey by International Republican Institute (IRI), where the Interim government received 70% 
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favorable public opinion, this shows that most of these posts are dominated by political parties, 
particularly the majority coming from AL and their affiliates, more so than the general public. 
 

 
English translation: “A call to pay homage to the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu at Dhanmondi No. 32, ignoring the 

bloodshot eyes of the illegal Yunus government and overcoming all fears.” 
 

 
English translation summary: Read on to know more about how fascist Yunus handed over Bangladesh to America 

Posts claiming the July revolution and the political transition was propaganda 

This dataset contains 2.32K  posts. Content in this category revolves around contesting the very 
reality of the July 2024 revolution and the subsequent political transition, with opposing camps 
constantly accusing each other of “propaganda” and “opprochar.” In practice, this framing blurs the 
line between legitimate critique and disinformation, encourages audiences to dismiss unfavourable 
reporting as inherently biased, and deepens mistrust of media, civil society and political opponents. 
By portraying rival narratives as calculated attempts to deceive the public, these posts contribute to a 
polarized information environment where citizens are less able to agree on basic facts and more 
likely to see politics as a zero sum struggle between truth and deceit. 
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Post commemorating a protester killed during the July-August mass uprising. At one point, it notes that “জলুাই সনদ ও ঘোষণা 
পত্রের বিরুদ্ধে অপপ্রচার চালাচ্ছে, অহেতুক বিভ্রান্তি ও জটিলতা সৃষ্টি করছে,” accusing opponents of running propaganda to confuse people 

about the July charter. 

Posts claiming foreign interference in July protests and regime change 

This dataset has 2.13K posts tagged. The narrative reframes the July protests and subsequent 
political transition in Bangladesh as the outcome of covert operations by external powers rather than 
domestic grievances. Across Facebook, X and TikTok, posts repeatedly attribute events to US 
“regime change” tactics, Indian or Pakistani intelligence agencies, and broader Western conspiracies, 
often linking Bangladesh to protests in Nepal, and Sri Lanka. It has also been observed, a large 
chunk of this content originated from X connected to accounts based in India.  
 
This framing erodes trust in genuine civic mobilisation by casting student protesters, opposition 
groups and independent voices as foreign puppets, while simultaneously fuelling xenophobic and 
anti-neighbour hostility. In doing so, it contributes to digital harm by normalising conspiracy theories 
and disinformation, provides rhetorical cover for repression “against foreign agents”, and deepens 
online and offline polarization between communities who see the transition as a popular demand for 
change and those convinced it is an externally engineered plot. 
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Post claiming the recent protests across South Asia was due to the US deep state (Top Left). Post claiming the civil society 
is compromised and pushing their own colonial agenda (Top Right). Post that praises "Internet Hindus" as a self-organized 
online community that counters foreign-backed regime change operations in India by exposing hidden networks, such as 

Hami Nepal's links to Magasaysay awardees and Western NGOs, along with the regime change in Bangladesh unlike 
mainstream media's superficial coverage. The post implies that the protests in Bangladesh and Nepal was due to foreign 

influences.  (Bottom). 

Constructive Narratives 

Posts calling  for de-escalation of violent rhetoric and peace 

The second-largest volume of posts (approximately 7.7K) published between August and October 
2025 across Facebook, TikTok, X, and online media generates roughly 123  million likes, and 5.98 M  
shares. These posts call for greater unity and calm amid the backdrop of uncertainty and ongoing 
tension between electoral and political processes. 
 
This suggests that as the transition unfolds, more actors feel the need to explicitly call for calm, unity, 
and lawful responses to harm. The dominant pattern is clear: influential voices from across the 
political spectrum are actively pushing back against polarization and communal division, framing their 
vision in terms of shared responsibility rather than revenge. This represents a significant shift in 
Bangladesh's political environment. If this is a legitimate change or a strategic effort to position 
different political parties more favorably with the people and youth remains an intriguing question to 
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observe after elections. We can also note various actors' concerns about the fragility of democracy in 
Bangladesh due to external influences and propaganda from the ousted party.  
 

 
Post showcasing the unity of political parties representing Bangladesh at the UN  (left) English translation summary: 

“Religious tolerance is an integral part of the culture of Bangladesh. Since ancient times, Bangladeshis have never lost 
generosity, mutual goodwill and respect for other religions. Here, people of all religions have been living in the bond of 

harmony and brotherhood for ages. Bangladesh Nationalist Party-BNP is firmly committed to keeping that bond unbroken. 
On this auspicious day of Janmashtami, I extend my warmest greetings to all members of the Hindu community.” (right) 

Posts claiming  the spread of  mis- and disinformation by others 

This dataset contains 3.23K posts between August and October 2025 across all platforms: Together, 
the social posts generate around 19.5M likes, 909K shares. 
 
This narrative doesn't focus on confirmed false content but rather examines how people discuss mis- 
and disinformation: cautioning others about rumors, providing corrections, making accusations of 
propaganda against opponents, and evaluating the influence of AI and media on information 
distortion. It suggests that much of the discussion centers around the widespread flow of false 
information and highlights the ongoing battle over controlling narratives. 
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English translation summary: “There are a lot of lies being spread around me continuously. I don't want to worry about 

these things, I just want to focus on the work. However, if the truth is not brought out, lies get a chance to be established. 
So I think it is necessary to clarify a few things.” (left) A very detailed press release on 28 September 2025 from the official 
Bangladesh Army page 39K reactions, 7K comments, 4.5K shares) describes recent communal tensions in Khagrachhari 

and Guimara and explicitly links them to propaganda and incitement. (right) 
 

 
English Translation: “Response to BNP and Tarique Zia's lies about the 21st August grenade attack | 21 August Grenade 

Attack | Bangladesh”  
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CONCLUSION 
This baseline analysis demonstrates that social media has become a central arena in which 
Bangladesh’s political transition and the lead-up to the 2026 national elections are being actively 
contested. Across Facebook, TikTok, and X, online discourse reflects both deep political polarization 
and significant public engagement with questions of legitimacy, justice, accountability, and national 
identity. While electoral issues and debates around the July Charter dominate the volume of 
conversation, a substantial proportion of content intersects with more acute forms of digital harm, 
including mis- and disinformation, hate speech, and incitement to violence. 
 
The findings show that harmful narratives are not confined to fringe actors. Political parties, influential 
commentators, and media-adjacent accounts play an outsized role in producing and amplifying 
narratives that delegitimise institutions, reframe domestic political developments as foreign 
conspiracies, and normalise dehumanising language toward political or communal “others.” It has 
been observed that the dominant narrative comes from political elites, where it becomes important to 
also look at comments to help identify voices of the general population. Based on the local laws 
around defamation and digital security, particularly the Cyber Security Act (CSA), where opposition 
voices and dissent are targeted, it can be conferred that there still remains self-censorship and 
societal trauma of the general public fully speaking out and disclosing opinions online.   
 
The narratives observed between August-October 2025, interact with emotionally charged 
interpretations of real-world events, blurring the line between critique and disinformation and 
weakening trust in democratic processes, independent media, and accountability mechanisms. At 
the same time, the analysis also identifies a significant presence of constructive narratives. Calls for 
de-escalation, religious tolerance, peaceful political engagement, and public awareness of mis- and 
disinformation suggest that digital spaces are not only sites of harm, but also potential entry points 
for resilience, dialogue, and harm reduction. The coexistence of these dynamics highlights a volatile 
and contested information environment in which the direction of online discourse remains open to 
influence. 
 
Taken together, this baseline underscores that the risks to civic integrity in Bangladesh’s electoral 
context are not solely technical or platform-specific. They are deeply political and narrative-driven, 
rooted in historical grievances, power struggles, and unresolved questions about state legitimacy. 
Understanding how these narratives circulate online is therefore essential for anticipating points of 
escalation, designing effective interventions, and supporting a more informed, inclusive, and 
peaceful democratic process as the elections and the July referendum approach.  
 

Preliminary Recommendations 

In light of the findings from this baseline analysis, a set of coordinated policy and programmatic 
actions is needed to mitigate digital harms and strengthen civic integrity ahead of the 2026 national 
elections. The following steps outline priority interventions that can be pursued in the short to 
medium term. 
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1. Establish a Coalition of Civil Society and Media Actors for Coordinated Monitoring 

A formal or semi-formal coalition of civil society organizations, independent media outlets, and 
fact-checking initiatives should be supported to enable coordinated monitoring of election-related 
digital narratives. By pooling expertise, data, and contextual knowledge, such a coalition can improve 
early detection of mis- and disinformation, hate speech, and incitement to violence, while avoiding 
fragmented or duplicative efforts. Joint analysis and shared alert mechanisms can also strengthen 
public reporting and provide credible, evidence-based inputs to regulators, platforms, and the public. 

2. Strengthen Regulatory Frameworks Through CSO Consultation and Platform Engagement 

The Bangladesh Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (BTRC) and other regulators should 
adopt clearer, more consistent regulatory strategies for tackling digital harms. These strategies must 
be developed through meaningful consultation with civil society and independent experts, and 
should enforce accountability on social media companies. Engaging CSOs in the design and review 
of regulatory measures can help ensure that responses to mis- and disinformation, hate speech, and 
incitement are context-sensitive, proportionate, and aligned with international human rights 
standards. In parallel, regulators should actively engage social media platforms to set clearer 
expectations around content moderation, transparency, and responsiveness during the electoral 
period, with the aim of reducing the spread and amplification of harmful content while safeguarding 
legitimate political expression. 

3. Invest in Capacity Building for Civil Society and Public Education 

Targeted capacity building is needed to equip civil society organizations with the skills and tools to 
monitor digital harms, analyze online narratives, and respond effectively. This includes training on 
social media listening, data analysis, documentation of online harm, and responsible public 
communication. In parallel, broader public education initiatives should promote digital literacy, 
responsible online engagement, and respectful political discourse. Improving understanding of social 
media etiquette, verification practices, and the real-world consequences of harmful online behavior 
can help reduce the amplification of polarizing and violent narratives. 
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