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Digital Pulse: Key Findings

in Nigeria's Online Inter
Religious Dialogue

This report is intended to offer an overview of inter-religious issues present in Nigeria's digital
ecosystem, identifying emerging narratives, key actors, tactics, or techniques used in conversations
related to communal clashes and religious groups. The overview is the fourth in a series of social
media analytical reports by the Build Up and local partners that seek to empower youths in Bauchi,
Plateau, and Gombe to advance inter-religious tolerance and freedom of religion. The report was
written by Allan Cheboi, Data and Digital Technology lead at Build Up.

Executive Summary
The following are the main findings of Build Up’s social media analysis in the month of October:

e Polarising Historical Narratives: Narratives in Plateau State, such as claims of Fulani
expansionism and historical grievances, deepen ethnic and religious divides. These received
substantial engagement, such as 48,600 views, highlighting their resonance with the public.

e Positive Counter-Narratives: Stories of interfaith harmony, such as a church and mosque
sharing a wall in Jos, emerged as examples of peaceful coexistence. However, they received
lower engagement compared to divisive narratives.

e Religious and Political Tensions: In Bauchi and Gombe, debates over Sharia law, religious
representation, and leadership sparked polarisation. Posts questioning Christian inclusivity in
politics and framing governance issues as religious conflicts perpetuated distrust.

e Economic Challenges Framed Religiously: Economic issues like the high cost of rice in
Gombe were linked to religious politics, creating a narrative of failed Muslim leadership, with
minimal but potent engagement.

e Global Religious Solidarity: Posts praising Iran’s Islamic leadership and addressing religious
persecution in Plateau and Bauchi amplified intra-religious unity but risked alienating other
religious groups.

e Inspirational Stories: Celebrations of achievements, such as Hajara Dan’azumi’s recognition
as a global Quran reciter, provided a counter-narrative to divisive content but had
comparatively low engagement.

We recommend that Influencers and CSOs should amplify positive interfaith narratives, counter
divisive content with fact-based messaging, and engage religious leaders and grassroots initiatives to
promote unity and dialogue while addressing shared socio-economic challenges.

The section below expands on the core narratives, the main actors identified and the main social media
channels used to propagate them. At the end of the report, we make suggestions for particular
narratives or techniques that warrant ongoing monitoring.



Methodology

This section outlines the methodology and tools the team uses to identify and map key events in the
Nigerian information ecosystem and the actors or networks behind them.

This analysis uses social media listening and mainstream media monitoring tools to scan emerging
trends and narratives in the Nigerian information environment. The report focuses on content
primarily published in English between 01 October 2024 and 31 October 2024.

The analysis team used a number of tools, including:

1. Phoenix: This is Build Up’s social media monitoring tool tracks and maps mentions of
specific keywords and individuals across various social media platforms. It provides access to
data feeds from Facebook and TikTok.

2. Meltwater: This social media monitoring tool tracks and maps mentions of specific keywords
and individuals across various social media platforms. It provides access to data feeds from X,
blogs, and online news sources.

The analysis used specific Boolean' search terms to gather relevant data for monitoring and analysis.
These search terms were carefully selected to capture relevant content related to the topic of interest.
Here is an example of a Boolean search query used:

Query: (("nigeria" OR "nigerians") AND ("plateau” OR "bauchi” OR "gombe") AND ("christian" OR
"islamic" OR "boko" OR "haram" OR "Boko Haram" OR "apc" OR "muslim" OR "ethnic" OR
"terrorists" OR "children" OR "insecurity" OR "insurgency"” OR "alhaji" OR "terrorism" OR
"killings" OR "kidnapping” OR "violence" OR "fulani" OR "bandits" OR "taraba" OR "tribe" OR
"criminal” OR "army" OR "shettima" OR "armed" OR "el-rufai" OR "deaths" OR "kidnappers" OR
"crisis" OR "banditry" OR "massacre" OR "mourn" OR "islamists" OR "displaced” OR "customary"
OR "suspects" OR "perpetrators"” OR "killers"” OR "abduct” OR "victims" OR "threats"” OR
"territorial” OR "soldiers" OR "islam" OR "terrorist" OR "kidnap"))

The full list of keywords used for the data collection can be found on this link.

It is important to note that the general query is used only for an initial search. Based on the results, it is
then customised to conduct more specific searches. Although we aim to capture a broad range of
relevant content, there is always the possibility of missing posts that do not explicitly match the
selected search terms. Additionally, the effectiveness of the Boolean search terms may be influenced
by factors such as variations in language use, slang, or evolving terminology. It is important to note
that the data gathered for this analysis may have certain limitations. These include:

1. The reliance on publicly available information on social media platforms.

2. The possibility of missing data from private accounts or restricted platforms.

3. The inaccuracy of certain information even if shown on profiles such as location, gender, or
identity in general.

! See Glossary section for definition
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https://howtobuildup.org/programs/digital-conflict/phoenix/
https://www.meltwater.com/en
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pHGVczcQKYX6D31Z6yfyNdD7Ep2d5crdIw1Rl55NUOw/edit#gid=1165647286&range=A1

General findings

This section examines the key findings that were identified over the review period, citing specific
examples.

The analysis is based on a total of 22,000 pieces of content from X, Facebook, TikTok and Media
Articles.

ov X nsights. Facebook insights TikTok insights Media articles insights Key Narratives il Classifications ~ Raw Data
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Dashboard for the SfCG Youth For CARE Project (Source: Phoenix/ Build Up)

4. Findings by state

The following are the key narratives observed on Facebook and X with findings divided by state, both
in terms of where events took place throughout this timeline, and how specific mention of states
affected narratives of online users in comments, thereby allowing the team to track general patterns of
polarisation:

3.1. Plateau state:

3.1.1. Fulani expansionism: Historical narratives fueling ethnic and religious tensions

Posts by user Elochukwu Ohagi, with a total of 48,600 views, 701 likes, 933 shares, and 116
comments, claim that the Fulani are outsiders with a colonial history of dominance over other ethnic
groups, including the Hausa. These narratives frame Fulani actions as part of a historical expansionist
agenda to dominate ethnic minorities and occupy indigenous lands. By connecting current tensions to
historical grievances, such rhetoric deepens ethnic and religious divisions. It complicates
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peacebuilding efforts in Plateau State by casting an entire ethnic group as aggressors and perpetuating
mistrust between communities.

10:41 AM - Oct 4, 2024 - 48.6K Views

f k Elochukwu Ohagi & X -
@ElochukwuOhagi O 1701 Qo [ 108 2
Historical Exposition On Fulani's Quest To Become Indigenes Of Igbo
: : Post your reply m
Land Just As They Did To llorin And Hausa Lands
Fulani people were never indigenes of Nigeria before 1804 until Uthman (@), Elochukwu Ohagi @ @ElochukwuOhagi - Oct 5, 2024
i i i iseri i ¥ Some Fulani people came to this article to say that Fulani had been in
Dan Fodio made inroads into ngerla. He went directly to 'Hausa land and Northern Nigeria before 1804, They said ha was borm in Northern Nigeria,
sold them ISLAMIC RELIGION. King Yunfa welcomed Fodio, who would That's true.
later take over his kingdom by fooling the Hausa People V\{ith the lie that Ves, a foreigner can come into a place and giv birth, but you canit count
he wanted to purify Islam. He declared Jihad (Holy War) killed Yunfa and that person's tribe as part of that place.
declared Sokoto a Caliphate. The irony of it all was that Hausa people Show more
O3 036 Q52 ihi 18K n &

Hausa peasants joined in the war that dethroned their leaders and
enthroned the Fulani. . Saleem Bamwa @saleem bawah - Oct 4, 2024

You see why your parents should be ashamed of having educated you?
This was how Fulani started ruling Hausa land till this very day, relegating Asimple google search should have put records stralght to you.
Hausa people to the background. Since then till now the Fulani Emirs

. Dan-Fodio Jihad started in the early 19th century (1804).
replaced replaced Hausa Kings.

Fulani had been in Nigeria since the 13th century.
Danfodio's great grand-parents,

With the Fulani taking power, they grew in power and might. The British Show more
who came in during colonialism found Fulani a capable tool for furthering O “ar © 99 i 8K oa
their indirect rule system. Britain has to work with a Fulani who owns no P °
. . | P f Elochukwu Ohagi & @ElochukwuOhagi - Oct 4, 2024
land but is desperate to acquire other people's lands. Britain knows that l The post did not say Fulani brought fslam. | did not go nto details on that
such a people will do everything they want them to do. They have the because that's not my focus. The stupid murderer called Uthman only
. aee " fé6led H: le that he 1t te ify Islam.
same interest. The British government wants your resources, while the 96led Hausa people that he want to purify slam.
Fulani wants your land. Both can get what they want if they can work The question you should answer is this.
together. Who own that land? Hausa or Fulani?
Show more

Sample post highlighting historical exposition of Fulanis (link) (Source: X, Facebook)

3.1.2. Religious tolerance in Jos: A Church and Mosque sharing a fence

A widely circulated post depicting a church and mosque sharing a fence in Jos gathered 4,406 views,
90 likes, 105 shares, and 9 comments. It highlighted a rare instance of interfaith harmony, crediting the
stewardship of two biological brothers, one Christian and one Muslim. This narrative of peaceful
coexistence serves as a counter-narrative to hostility in Plateau State. It underscores the potential for
interfaith collaboration and can be used by influencers to promote reconciliation and mutual respect in
the region.

Abu-Sadeeq & X
@Dongarrust
THE PEAK OF RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE

This Church and Mosque share the same fence in Adebayo Street, Jos.

@ Boss Baby @ & & @Boss Bee._ - Oct 15, 2024 . Falaq Amin & @falagamin - Oct 15, 2024

That’s very impressive The type of world we pray for

1 dorft know how true its, it said that the worship centers were erected
by two biological brothers. One was a Muslim while the other a Christian. 01 " vl i 39 Q1 n Q1 ihi 35
1

The Mosque is under the care of Nuruddeen Society of Nigeria while the
church belongs to Baptist both for Yoruba faithfuls.

Abu-Sadeeq & @Dongarrus1 - Oct 16, 2024 Abu-Sadeeq & @Dongarrus1 - Oct 16, 2024
The ethno religious crises that bedeviled Jos and environs for decades Yeah it is I swear dear

has never affected these two edifice. Indeed, society can't be better,
unless we are ready to make it better by ourselves.

e} [ [v) i3 o u Q ihi 1
agh BiGEeva ® 7 H @ @Eeevalames - Oct 15,2024 % LUMA § ™ & @lumaofficial_- Oct 15, 2024

Well I don't know how true the story is Is it not cool that way ?

(O] o Q1 i 123 o1 o Q1 i 17
’ Abu-Sadeeq & @Dongarrus1 - Oct 16, 2024 O Abu-Sadeeq & @Dongarrust - Oct 16,2024

Researchit yourself Very cool self

Q 0 Q 1t Q et V] ihi 8
'@ Abu Jawad X € @Abu_jawaadd - Oct 15,2024 e Topz @moad2712 - Oct 15, 2024

1 llove to see peace everywhere Awesome facts

O1 ) QO+ i 92 O1 u (VR ihi 14
o Abu-Sadeeq & @Dongarrus1 - Oct 16, 2024 Abu-Sadeeq & @Dongarrust - Oct 16, 2024

Everyone does Yeah

o] n Q i 2 ) o Qo ihi 2

5:24 PM - Oct 15, 2024 - 4,406 Views

Sample post of claim about Church and Mosque sharing a wall (link) (Source: X)
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https://x.com/ElochukwuOhagi/status/1842107870130700719
https://x.com/Dongarrus1/status/1846195326811513098

3.1.3. Arm yourselves: Calls for retaliation against Fulani groups

Posts by users such as The Njaba Times calling for Christian communities to arm themselves received
a modest 124 views, 5 likes, 5 retweets, and 1 comment. These posts depict Fulani groups as
aggressors and accuse the government of complicity in attacks on Christians. While they resonate with
communities feeling abandoned by authorities, such calls exacerbate tensions, fuel cycles of violence,
and discourage peaceful resolutions, making reconciliation efforts in Plateau State more challenging.

The Njaba Times M e
@njaba_times
Defend Yourselves Otherwise Fulani Herdsmen, ISWAP & Bandits Will
Butcher All Of You & The Nigeria lllegitimate Regime Will Support Them
By Recruiting Them Back Into The Nigeria Military & Police: Defend

Yourselves Else These Invaders Will Rape, Kill & Kidnap Your Love ¢”
One's.

Q Sahara Reporters £ @SaharaReporters - Oct 12,2024
Four Persons Killed As Suspected Fulani Gunmen Attack Plateau State's

Bokkos Community | Sahara Reporters
bit.ly/3NoJVIG

5:25 PM - Oct 12, 2024 - 124 Views

O us Os [N} &

Post by Njaba Times calling on Christians to arm themselves (link) (Source: X)

3.1.4. Religious persecution or resource conflict?: Disputing the narrative

Posts by Yusuf BJ, with 301 views, 4 likes, 2 retweets, and 1 comment, argue that the Plateau conflict
is not about religion but rather mineral resources. By reframing the violence as a resource-based issue,
such narratives attempt to shift public focus from religious tensions to economic grievances. While
this framing may encourage broader perspectives, it risks alienating those who feel their religious
grievances are being dismissed, thereby undermining interfaith dialogue.
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https://x.com/njaba_times/status/1845108478462816617

B Yusuf, BIIE R A Yusuf, B.JI BB} @limoh Yousuf - Oct 11,2024
"' @Jimoh Yousuf _ domiciled region whereby no single record of conflict and your
"persecution” been carried out.
First of all, your claims are false and hold no truth.
Majority of those criminals are the relatives and families of the occupants
There is nothing like persecuting of Christians in Nigerian based on their of these communities.
fa!th. Thisis PIateaF State and the conf!lct g'o'"g_ on there is about Sometime last year, a small number of church including Secretary attacked
mineral resources in those affected region like Tin Ore. the Pastor

2,
There are other hill X B 8 iz Ra

- \gﬁ Yusuf, B.JI BB & @Jimoh Yousuf - Oct 11, 2024
(. SeanNelson & @Sean ADFIntl - Oct 10, 2024 " inorder to rob him of the ministry fund in his domain and they were caught
This is the REAL story of Christian persecution in Nigeria. Il I and publicized by the media house.

Watch this video until the end. It's powerful. It’s important. This is happening Stop changing the real story in order to secure your bags.
RIGHT NOW.
@ArewaaConnect papp g @tvenewsng
Show more
[} 02 Q2 ihi 73 na

Ghost-Kingll D= @Primeusafrican - Oct 11,2024
Shut up people like you are the reason extremist get away with killing
apostates

9} u Q1 ihi 33 Q&

’ Heavenly Riches @sealvarstar - Dec 21,2024
Show me a tweet or any public statement by you denouncing the barbaric
maiming and burning of Deborah?
Saving that Christians in Northern Nigeria are not persecuted for their faith
is a WHITE LIE very visible in the dark. So keep lying to yourself but the
world knows the truth.

walkedithemiover toitheselrocksfoverhere! Q n Q il 15 na

Musa Kamsini @Kamsotalent - Oct 12, 2024
Kachi durun uwarka. You guys are always not truthful. A terrorist
sympathyzer.

Qa 02 (VA R & [e} n o il 21 na

8:35 AM - Oct 11, 2024 - 301 Views

Sample post related to resource conflict claims (link) (Source: X)

3.1.5. Islamic solidarity: Praising Iran’s defence of Islam

A narrative praising Iran as a defender of Islamic values received 31,000 likes, 3,600 retweets, and
959,000 views. These posts resonate with local Muslim communities by framing global Islamic
solidarity as a countermeasure to religious persecution. While they strengthen intra-religious unity,
they risk deepening divisions by alienating Christian communities, complicating reconciliation efforts
within Plateau State.

- Alfredo =& I') @alfredovela@8 - Oct 2, 2024
We, Christians in Lebanon, Syria and Palestine, support the Resistance.

IQIRAN

GIF
ace Abbarian
Qa4 T3 Q 227 il 26K na
* FAAREES 4 E © @MFaarees_- Oct 2,2024
God bless you all
Q15 wa Q69 ili 23K

A
Bueze007 X
@bueze2302
And what happened in Jos? Where Nigerian were oppressing their very
own bcos of religion differences. We need to understand that Muslim oo

christian ooo are all play things of their Gods/gods. | don't like war but
Iran should have tried other means to bring peace. I'm just saying

&

6:44 AM - Oct 2, 2024 - 355 Views

Sample post related to Iran & Nigeria support for Islam (link) (Source: X)
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https://x.com/Jimoh_Yousuf/status/1844612817699160322
https://x.com/bueze2302/status/1841323231245988214

3.1.6. Viral video of Christian persecution in Plateau State

A widely shared video describes how Christians in Plateau State are disproportionately targeted, with
several posts declaring that "more Christians are killed in Nigeria than in all other countries
combined." This narrative was highlighted in a video post by Sean Nelson from ADF International, an
NGO that was seeking funding to enable provision of legal services for Christians persecuted in
Nigeria. The post was shared further by other users including Elzee of Jos, receiving 159 views.

(1) Sean Nelson £ @Sean ADFIntl - Oct 10, 2024
4.» Support persecuted Christians and other religious minorities in Nigeria and
around the world here @ADFIntl @ADFLegal

() SeanNelson &
4.» ©@Sean ADFIntl

This is the REAL story of Christian persecution in Nigeria. Il B

Watch this video until the end. It’s powerful. It’s important. This is
happening RIGHT NOW.

#EndPersecutionNow @ADFIntl @ADFLegal

-

What Christians
are facina in Nigeria

Support the Persecuted in Nigeria

From adfinternational.org

Q2 107 Q 190 ihi 14K QA

MORE CHRISTIANS ARE KILLED IN NIGERIA

Humble Isaac @multizikone - Oct 11, 2024
Thank you so much for showing this to the world.

THAN IN ALL OTHER COUNTRIES COMBINED °

Did you know that my hometown has been under attack for over a year now
without positive solution.

My hometown is EGWUMA COMMUNITY located in BENUE State of Nigeria.

That same place was still attack yesterday.
5:54 PM - Oct 10, 2024 - 555.9K Views

It's terrible

QO 686 1} 6.4k Q 8.5k [ 2.5k oA 02 Q2 19 17K o a

Sample posts about the Christian persecution in Plateau State (link) (Source: X)

3.1.7. Islam Hate: Criticism of religious hatred from a Christian perspective

A post by a user called Francis rebuts narratives accusing Christians of hating Islam, instead
attributing Christian scepticism towards Islam to lived experiences of terrorism in Jos and other
regions. This post, responding to a critique of Christian attitudes, only received a modest 56 views and
3 likes.
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https://x.com/Sean_ADFIntl/status/1844391044454154350

= Francis X -
@__Sicnarf__

Cause we've witnessed the barbarism associated with the famed
peaceful religion, first hand with the crisis we experience in Jos and
other northern cities, to international acts of terrorism,so its not bred its
experienced, if it looks and acts like a duck it's probably one.

w’-Sarki. & @Waspapping_ - Oct 19, 2024

The hatred many Nigerian Christians harbor for anything related to Islamis
crazy.

It’s as if they were taught by their parents to hate Islam from birth.

12:52 PM - Oct 19, 2024 - 56 Views

Sample posts about the Christian hate of Islam in Plateau State (link) (Source: X)

3.2. Bauchi state:
3.2.1. Islamisation allegations: ntroversy around Sharia law expansion

Aliyu Bappa Misau, a Bauchi lawmaker, sparked heated debates by proposing a bill to expand Sharia
law in Nigeria to cover civil matters such as contracts and disputes. Critics argued that the move could
undermine Nigeria’s secular constitution and alienate non-Muslims, while proponents framed it as
modernising Islamic law to reflect contemporary needs. The primary post discussing the bill
accumulated 133.4K views, 1,000 likes, 978 retweets, and 499 comments, generating widespread
social media engagement. The debate highlights the tension between religious and secular ideologies
in governance, with critics viewing the proposal as a step toward religious domination. This narrative
risks alienating non-Muslim communities, deepening distrust, and exacerbating fears of exclusion in
Bauchi and beyond.
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https://x.com/__Sicnarf__/status/1847576483918737676

r  Reportera® X
T @ReporteraNews
Meet Aliyu Bappa Misau, The House of Rep Member Who Sponsored The
Bill To ‘Islamize’ Nigeria.

The proposed law sponsored by Aliyu Bappa Misau, a PDP lawmaker
from Bauchi s targeted to expand the application of Islamic Law from
personal matters to other civil issues including contract, company and
international disputes.

He said Nigeria had witnessed major developments to warrant the
of th iption to warrant the inclusion of other civil
areas of the Muslim laws.

The lawmaker said: “The 1999 Consitution provides for Personal Islamic
law. The Constitution did not envisage the dynamism and development
coming into the country. The constitution did not recognise Islamic
Personal Law, Islamic Company Law. Islamic International Law and
Islamic Public Law. In 2003, Jaiz Bank came up under commercial
Islamic law, and in 2019, another bank, Tajbank.

“If you look at personal law, it only encompasses marriage, divorce, and
inheritance. Therefore, what we are requiring is the removal of personnel
in sections 24, 262, 277 and section 288, so that other relevant laws like
Islamic commercial laws, Islamic company laws, and Islamic
international law can have a place in the constitution.”

According to the 1999 constitution, Nigeria is a secular state with an
almost even distribution of the population between the two main
religions; Christianity and Islam. An application of the proposed bill will
ultimately tilt the country towards Islam, having already established that
12 states which represents a third of the country practice the sharia law.

This bill generated a lot of arguments during the plenary session on
Thursday and has been heavily criticized by Nigerians on social media.

\ & X i
\ 3 1
9:43 AM - Oct 26, 2024 - 133.4K Views

Quss ties O Qe &

“ Mallam jabir & @Mallam jabeer - Oct 26, 2024
4% r'm a proud Muslim but | am strongly against the proposal for the sharia law
in Nigeria.

Proposal for the shari’a law in Nigeria is another tactics for @OfficialAPCNg
to manipulate uneducated Muslims for their political agenda, don't be
deceived, whatever they're doing has

Show more

Qus 15K [VPEN ihi 109K na

(@ umar Abdullahi X
@geniusabdulah

Why tagging @0fficial APCNg while the bill is being sponsored by an

@0fficialPDPNig member from Bauchi. I'm a Muslim and 'm against it

t0o. Not supporting someone shouldn't stop us from saying the truth.

7:46 AM - Oct 27, 2024 - 97 Views

Q1 e’ Q2 R 2

Q Post your reply m

King Nebula @0utlandish Arc - Oct 27,2024
PDAPC for a reason

o u o i 9 na

‘ Rafiu SANNI[€ 1) X -
' @rofasanten

The way you folks carry disinformation about. Shariah only applies to
Muslims and has ABSOLUTELY NOTHING to do with non-muslims. You
may approach the shariah court to adjudicate in a business affair where
aMuslim has wronged you. Trust you will get better justice than
elsewhere

@ Nigeria Stories & @NigeriaStories - Oct 26,2024

This is Aliyu Bappa Misau, The House of Rep Member Who Sponsored The Bill
To seeking the expansion of the provision for Islamic law in the 1999
Constitution (as amended).

The proposed law sponsored by Aliyu Bappa Misau, a PDP lawmaker from ...
Show more

10:07 AM - Oct 28, 2024 - 81 Views

53

Q 0 2 Al

Sample posts about the Sharia Law (link 1, link 2, link 3, link 4) (Source: X)

3.2.2. Conversion and death: A 70-vear-old man's journey to Islam

A post shared the story of a 70-year-old man in Giade LGA, Bauchi State, who converted to Islam and
was renamed “Muhammad” before passing away the following day. The post received 199.3K views,
8,000 likes, 945 retweets, and 254 comments, with users expressing a mix of admiration for his
spiritual journey and scepticism over the implications of such conversions. While this narrative
celebrates religious choice, it also sparked divisive debates about the authenticity and motives behind
interfaith conversions, fuelling underlying tensions between Christian and Muslim communities. This
narrative risks exacerbating interfaith mistrust, limiting opportunities for reconciliation and mutual
understanding.
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https://x.com/geniusabdulah/status/1850398754458739149
https://x.com/ReporteraNews/status/1850065752218341580
https://x.com/rofasanten/status/1850796452592631926
https://x.com/zayna_us/status/1850168387667689899

Igbuan benjamin Iriaye @Iriayeee - Oct 28,2024

' Abu-bakar X - 4 De guy next Door™ @Figoscrypto - Oct 28, 2024 . In hell chilling, | know | guessed right!!
@abbkarai Near success syndrome

Q =] M ihi 20 na
AT70yrs old man converted to Islam yesterday, from STEVEN renamed to o = M 17 na
MUHAMMAD. Spice Why @SpiceWhy51435 - Oct 28, 2024
@  Solomon Alebura @SAlebura - Oct 28, 2024 Inna Lillahi wainna llayhi Rajiuna
And he died today in Giade LGA, Bauchi State.. W Sowhat nonsense,Boko Haram ° a © 24 ae
(e} u o il 8 na
11:07 PM - Oct 27, 2024 - 199.3K Views ABC @ Tilmeez - Oct 26, 2024
0 StrainJa @LEzenma - Oct 28, 2024 Allahu Akbar, Baba yaci banza
Q254 Wos Q s« [ 16 & Atleast, him go get 72 virgins IS a © a7 oa
8
o n o i 1a oa &~ @FarugXo- Oct 28,2024
” Post your reply @ @ e
Umar Muhammad Bobi @bobiumar - Oct 28, 2024 ) a V) i 20 na
PHILANTROPIST 001 § § @Pascallr22 - Oct 28, 2024 May Allah forgive him and have mercy on him
e plratat B 4 ascallr22- 0ct 28, o " o 140 aa Lilith, little chef  @membuangdunia - Oct 28,2024
Mmah TI h“"aza prize " = Innalillahi wa inna ilaihi rojiun... masya Allah.. alhamdulillah.. what a blessin
‘anshallal from Allah.. what a wonderful ending he has ¥
° - ° o N Sabir Ahmed [J[38 @AhmedLaskass711 - Oct 28,2024
© o Ra ALLAHU AKBAR what a beautiful ending @ = © il a0 Qs
9 The Robust One @Jamie46445967 - Oct 28, 2024 () © V) il 47 Rna 1‘} Mannekings @ashuosimonye21 - Oct 28,2024
Hahahaha, Make | laff jare. A 70yrs old fool, who ever teaches you changin " Greatest mistake of his life time walked into hell at last minute
of name will make you a Muslim or Christian is an illitrate. Surayah Zuriel @surayahzuriel - Oct 29, 2024 o P! o s na
e 158 50 5 G (3 1 5k 65 A i &
o =) V] ihi 27 na
o Q1 Q1 il 204 na ° combolo culture Eteng @c.combolo - Oct 28,2024
parvez ahmed @parvez! - Oct 28, 2024 So he made heaven immediately he converted?who do us like this?
Alhamdulillah Gy @Edriss Dz - Oct 29,2024 o u o i 16 na
s R Agood ending mashaallah
ot 47 )
© U R o a o1 16 oa emaknya Kucing @efh2020 - Oct 28, 2024
2AA @astr0011 - Oct 28, 2024 Innalillahi wa innaillahi rojiun. He is so blessed
astr0011 - Oct 28,
& MashaAllah. Fatai Balogun @FataiBaloguni4 - Oct 29,2024 o) o © i sa o a
1 heard he has been living there for long and had so many apprentice that
o = o il 47 na learned building from him. May Allaah accept his retum and grant us too a @ Eslam @XMkrEslam - Oct 28, 2024
better ending. Aameen Super lucky, he choosed heaven in his last hours
Sharafdeen Quadri @Real Olalekan - Oct 28, 2024 o a o1 16 Qe ° “ ° e Qa
My own neighbour converted to Christianity on Tuesday. He married a
nigobi who gave birth tn 4 children for him. This man has been consistently /8B Aamir Sohail Wattoo @pkaamirwattoo - Oct 29, 2024 Valar Dohaeris § §1 | @VolarrMorghulis - Oct 28, 2024
coming to masjid for 6 years. | was shocked to hear that he's been going to $50 Vay Allah  his et @.screenshoter, all black
church. He in fact went to vigil on Thursday and yesterday. "8 May Allah accept his return ) ’
o L=} on il 980 na o1 = M thi 14K na

Qs n Q2 ihi 705 na
&« Post

T Woefender P " 102 M -
@diponet!l

CHANGING NAME isn't changing MIND.

Bearing ARAB name doesn't mean you go to heaven nor does changing
to ENGLISH / Hebrew names make you get to heaven ..

THIS SLAVE MENTALITY NEEDS TO STOP.

This is why our politicians use RELIGION to steal from us once they use
ALLAH or JESUS 22

@ Abu-bakar @abbkar ai - Oct 27,2024

A 70yrs old man converted to Islam yesterday, from STEVEN renamed to
MUHAMMAD.

And he died today in Giade LGA, Bauchi State..

11:46 AM - Oct 28, 2024 - 119 Views

Sample posts about the conversion of the 70 year old (Linkl, [ink 2) (Source: X)

3.2.3. Christian persecution in Bauchi: Recounting historical grievances

Social media posts revisited past violence targeting Christians in Bauchi, including the 2012 bombing
of St. John’s Catholic Church, which was attributed to Boko Haram. A user cited this incident as
evidence of Arewa complicity in nurturing terrorism against Christians. One post gathered 442 views,
147 likes, and 8 retweets, reigniting anger and distrust among Christian communities. By bringing
historical grievances back to the forefront, this narrative perpetuates a cycle of victimhood and
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resentment, hampering efforts to foster interfaith reconciliation and understanding. It also stokes fears
of continued systemic marginalisation in Bauchi and other northern states.

3.24. Dividing Nigeria: Advocacy for middle belt autonomy

A post from a user supported the idea of splitting Nigeria into smaller entities, including autonomy for
the Middle Belt, to escape perceived oppression by Fulani groups. The post, which received 121
views, 4 likes, and 3 comments, argued that independence would protect the Middle Belt from
religious and ethnic aggression. This narrative reflects growing frustration with perceived systemic
marginalisation and domination by northern elites, potentially fuelling secessionist sentiments. While
it gives a voice to grievances, such rhetoric risks deepening inter-ethnic and inter-religious divisions,
making peaceful coexistence increasingly difficult.

i i Ogheneovo of #WADOCITY X -
¥ @Benjaminja54292

This is why | said this country should be divided, cut into 8 or more
countries so we can fight in our miniature countries. Than fighting an
enemy that is sponsored with our money.

Middle belt needs to be free from these militias. They have goals to
replace the indigenes.

+ Patrick Anum & @patrickanum - Mar 16, 2024

Those people who burnt your house were not Boko Haram, they were Fulani
militias

Not every militia group is Boko Haram

Show more

Recalling the experience, Jesse DanYusuf, a

“By this time 20 years
walked/run the length of Jos
away from religious extrem
conaratad frnm an

i
‘north and the Cheisian south of the countey, ownership of land
ani

1:45PM - Oct 9, 2024 - 121 Views

Sample post related to division of Nigeria (link) (Source: X)
3.2.5. Political exclusivity: Can a Christian lead in Bauchi?

A social media post questioned whether a Yoruba Christian could ever hold political leadership
positions in predominantly Muslim northern states like Bauchi. The post received 1,315 views, 87
likes, and 21 retweets, sparking debates about the systemic exclusion of Christians from political
power in northern Nigeria. This narrative underscores the challenges of political inclusivity, as
perceptions of marginalisation continue to alienate Christian communities. By questioning the balance
of representation, this narrative risks exacerbating religious divides in Bauchi’s political landscape,
hindering broader efforts for interfaith cooperation and fairness in governance.
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https://x.com/Benjaminja54292/status/1843966028713435406

Omo Oodua & ¥l
@yomiable
Mallam Sarki can a Yoruba Christian be governor in Sokoto
Kaduna,Kaduna,Bauchi ,Kastina etc ?
If the answer is No,That was why Tinubu had to pick another Muslim
from the North.
Go and report yourself to Hisbah police and enjoy your Tuwo mia kuka.

P Sarki. & @Waspapping_ - Oct 10,2024
The first step to taking back Nigeria from these corrupt, selfish, wicked
Nigerian politicians is to stop letting tribalism and religion divide us.

They use these to divide, control and oppress us.

Show more

1:56 PM - Oct 10, 2024 - 1,315 Views

=

O Qi vl |

0 Post your reply

Bukky® @ @_callmebekky - Oct 10,2024
Exactly they won't accept him

© o Qs ihi 71 na

Sample post about leadership in Bauchi (link) (Source: X)
3.2.6. haria expansion: Debunking Islamophobia

A counter-narrative to the Sharia bill’s criticism emerged, with a user explaining that Islamic law
applies only to Muslims and does not infringe on the rights of non-Muslims. The post, which garnered
1,234 views, 98 likes, and 4 retweets, accused critics of sensationalism and clarified the bill’s intent to
align Islamic laws with commercial practices. While the explanation sought to calm fears, it also
polarised opinions, with critics viewing it as dismissive of legitimate concerns. This narrative
highlights the difficulty of achieving balanced interfaith dialogue, as defensive tones may alienate
sceptics, further polarising communities.

3.3. Gombe State:

3.3.1. Who is Israel? Religious polarisation and misuse of scripture

A post by a prominent user quoting Revelations 3:9 to question the legitimacy of Israel as a state
triggered discussions about religious interpretation and its divisive potential. The post, which garnered
77,000 views, 351 comments, 205 retweets, and 484 likes, saw comments both supporting and
condemning the content. Some users used the thread to highlight perceived hypocrisy in inter-religious
relationships, referencing cases of violence and religious tensions in Gombe and other states. The
narrative fuels existing divisions by framing Christians and Muslims as adversaries, undermining the
possibility of inter-religious dialogue and coexistence in Gombe State. Such discourse can perpetuate
mistrust, making reconciliation efforts more challenging.
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Femi Fani-Kayode & @realFFK - Oct 13,2024
#" WHO IS THIS ISRAEL?

femifanikayode.org/who-is-this-is...

"Behold, | will make them of the synagogue of Satan who say they are Jews
and are not but do lie— behold, | will make them to come and worship at

Anticlove @Anticlove5 - Oct 13,2024

4 Whywon't asane person hate you, you killed Deborah in the name of
blasphemy, you make the world a bitter place, that is why @ is killing
uyghurs Muslims to avoid future tales, when they give you an inche, you
take a mile, causing probls in i & @, | pity western countries.

thy feet and to know that | have loved thee" - Rev. 3:9.

Q1 e’ Q1 ihi 36 [N

There can be no doubt that
Show more

Smp: . MKTR @Renegade MKTR - Oct 13,2024
" Deborah's death was unfortunate and absolutely not the teachings of Islam
it was wrong, do not stand here and act as if Christians haven't committed
gruesome crimes out of the bigotry of other religions. Don't be so simple.

Q1 u < ihi 26 &
Anticlove W -
& ©@Anticloves

Ur hypocrisy stinks, who kil'led Gideon akaluka in kano, Who falsely
accused Christiana Oluwasesin in gombe for tearing quran and was
stabbed & killed, another meruwa was dragged from police station in

74 Rat d Col Note: > . o . .
A bauchi and Stoned, tell me one time the Christian killed in the name of
O ast 1205 © a8a i 77 o a God.

W MKTR @Renegade MKTR - Oct 13, 2024 wes
Stop trying to inform Christians sir. Let them bury themselves in ignorance
please. Let them continue to worship the white man's lies. Let them fight to
stay ignorant. There's a reason why the Zionist hate the Islamic community. () L vk m

Q4 e} Q1 ihi 286 na

10:33 AM - Oct 13, 2024 - 22 Views

=

Sample post highlighting the Israel narrative (link) (Source: X)

3.3.2. Muslim-Muslim ticket and economic hardship

Tweets mocking the "Muslim-Muslim" ticket of Nigeria's leadership and linking it to the high cost of
rice in Gombe at ¥160,000 a bag, with hashtags like #TinubuMustGo, paints a narrative of failed
leadership tied to religious affiliations. The post gained minimal traction but reflects sentiments of
dissatisfaction. While the post's reach is limited, it connects religious politics with socio-economic
issues, potentially exacerbating tensions in a state like Gombe, where socio-economic struggles are
prevalent. Such narratives could deepen divisions and make it harder to address these issues through
interfaith collaborations.

Mike Daniel @ @@ Xl - Pﬁ, EDSRSNOW x -
@DanielMich99861

Muslim-Muslim ticket has turned its supporters into mumu. Congrats to
Mahmood Yakubu, illustrious Muslim son of the North, who imposed
Tinubu upon the country. Thanks to him, his fellow Northerners are now
buying rice for N160,000 a bag.

#TinubuMustGo

No s too late for them to cry, let them shout Muslim-Muslim ticket 3
times and boom they will see light & & &

9. Daily Trust & @daily trust - Oct 28, 2024

Blackout In North: Bag Of Rice Hits N160k In Gombe
dailytrust.com/blackout-in-no...

9. Daily Trust & @daily trust - Oct 28, 2024
Blackout In North: Bag Of Rice Hits N160k In Gombe
dailytrust.com/blackout-in-no...

12:19 PM - Oct 29, 2024 - 39 Views 10:25 PM - Oct 29, 2024 - 33 Views

Q1 n Q1 In} & Q ek Q1 ] &

Sample posts mocking & linking the Muslim-Muslim ticket to economic hardship (link 1, link 2) (Source: X)
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3.3.3.  Health and leadership in a religious context

A viral discussion sparked by a post showing President Tinubu sitting on a chair in a mosque during a
wedding ceremony, with 23 posts receiving a modest 178 likes, questioned the appropriateness of his
actions and health for office. Responses included criticisms of religious practices and leadership
capability. The conversation blends religious symbolism with political critique, potentially alienating
certain groups in Gombe. It highlights how public figures' actions in religious spaces can influence
perceptions, impacting inter-religious trust and discussions on governance.

Balatic (PO=Comp+Integrity+Equity) &
@Balatic

Me: why is he sitting on a chair inside a mosque?

APC supporters: In Islam, if you have health challenges, you're allowed to
sit on a chair

Me: Oh okay. | see. But what is a person with health challenges doing in
the highest office in the land?

APC supporters: =f = it

@ Daddy D.01 | & @DOlusegun - Oct 26,2024

President Bola Tinubu in attendance at the Wedding Fatiha of the Former
Governor of Gembe, Alhaji Danjuma Goje's daughter at the National Mosque,
Abuja.

Last edited 5:02 PM - Oct 26, 2024 - 137 Views

O2 02 (Vi N &

Sample post highlighting the narrative (link) (Source: X)
3.3.4.  Celebrating a global Quran reciter: Positive inspiration amidst religious tensions

The crowning of Hajara Ibrahim Dan’azumi from Gombe as the world’s best Quran reciter at an
international competition was widely celebrated, with 37 posts receiving 7,360 likes, and 807
comments. This narrative demonstrates a positive representation of religious accomplishment and its
potential to inspire unity and pride in Gombe State. Highlighting such achievements fosters
inter-religious understanding by showcasing cultural and religious contributions on a global scale,
countering divisive narratives.

Social Media Assessment: Inter-religious actors and narratives in Nigeria s Bauchi, Gombe and Plateau States



https://x.com/Balatic/status/1850176132294860801

[9) June12 Mandate & M -
L i X - Vf‘,‘ @Gen Buhar
@Her Excellencyd

A19-year-old Nigerian woman, Hajara Ibrahim Dan'azumi from Gombe.

A19-year-old Nigerian woman, Hajara Ibrahim Dan’azumi from Gombe State, has been crowned as the world's best Quran reciter at the

State, has been crowned as the world’s best Quran reciter at the prestigious 18th Women's International Hashemite Competition for
18th Women’s i ite C ition for Quran Memorization held in Jordan.

uran Memorization held in Jordan. )
Q Competing against participants from 40 countries, she emerged

victorious in the 60 Hizb category with Tajwid, scoring an impressive
995.

Her achievement shines a global spotlight on her remarkable dedication
and serves as an inspiration to young girls in Nigeria and beyond.

She Is Being Crowned As

She Is Being Crowned As !
Worlds Best Quran Recmg

Worlds Best Quran Reciter She Is Being Crowned As

Worlds Best Quran Reciter

ISO
100 17250

3. 231.0.,1203

1:24 PM - Oct 1, 2024 from Gusau, Nigeria - 188 Views 242 AM - Oct 1, 2024 - 188 Views

O 01 Qs R & Q1 w2 s n 2

Sample posts highlighting the celebratory posts (link 1, link 2, link 3) (Source: X & TikTok)
4. Recommendations

e Amplify positive interfaith stories: Share and promote narratives like the church-mosque
coexistence in Jos to demonstrate peaceful collaboration. This should be accompanied by
campaigns highlighting interfaith dialogue and shared community successes.

e Counter divisive historical narratives: Use storytelling to challenge inflammatory posts
about Fulani expansionism or religious domination. Provide nuanced historical perspectives to
mitigate mistrust.

e Reframe economic issues: Address grievances such as economic hardship without linking
them to religious or ethnic identities. Encourage discussions around governance and systemic
solutions instead of sectarian blame.

e Engage religious leaders: Mobilise respected Christian and Muslim leaders in Plateau,
Bauchi, and Gombe to jointly address polarising content, fostering unity through combined
public statements or events.

e Promote inspirational achievements: Leverage stories like Hajara Dan’azumi’s global
success to inspire unity and pride in diverse cultural and religious contributions. Incorporate
these into community development narratives.

e Invest in grassroots dialogues: Support community-driven initiatives that provide platforms
for discussing localised grievances, such as resource conflicts or political inclusivity, in
non-inflammatory, solution-oriented ways.

e Monitor and debunk harmful narratives: Use technology to track and flag posts that fuel
polarisation, providing counter-narratives that are evidence-based and resonate with affected
communities.
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